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Not all Christian churches are alike.  No surprises there really.  

You probably already figured that out for yourself long ago.  Some 

are large and others are small.  Some meet in the homes of 

members and others gather in chapels, sanctuaries and/or 

cathedrals.  Some resonate with hymns and songs and others are 

quiet with little speaking done at all.  There are some things that 

churches have in common though.  All are meant in one way or 

another to make God’s love in Christ manifest in the world.  And 

all, despite their differences in doing so, also face the same 

possible pitfalls.  In the month of September we will explore some 

of these potential pitfalls in a sermon series based upon the Book 

of Revelation.     

 

September 5 

Theme: The Church at Ephesus 

 (Abandoned Love) 

Scripture: Revelation 2:1-7 

 

September 12 

Theme: The Church at Pergamum  

(Caught in a Compromising Position) 

Scripture: Revelation 2:12-17 

 

September 19: 

Theme: The Church at Sardis  

(Fragmented Hope) 

Scripture: Revelation 3:1-6 

 

September 26 

Theme: The Church at Laodicia 

 (Neither Hot Nor Cold) 

Scripture: Revelation 3:14-22 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Mary          

Recommended Scripture: Revelation 2:1-3:22 



 

We have so many important 

events happening at BUMC! 

Be Sure to mark your 

Calendars, tweet all the 

tweeters, invite your 

facebook friends, set your 

alarm clocks, make notes in 

your day planners, and enter 

them into your blackberry! 

 

Charge Conference  

Announcement  

September 11, 2010 

Saturday 

9:30 am 

 SPRC with the DS at 9:00am 

 All ministry team leaders are asked to 

submit a summary of the ministry that their 

team engaged in from last October to date. 

Please give or send them to Pastor Mary no later 

than September 1st. 

Even if you are not planning on attending, you 

can certainly support the work of BUMC to the 

better serve the glory of God by praying 

throughout the meeting.  Pray for God’s wisdom 

and guidance.  Pray a little, then listen a little. 



Fall Worship Schedule Begins 

 

September 12th 

 

8:30 am Traditional Worship (Chapel) 

 

10:45 am Celebration Worship Service (Chapel) 

 

Sunday School Opening  
(for all ages) 

 

9:30 am  
 

 

Senior Youth Group  

 

September 12
th 

 

12:00-1:00 pm 

 

 Pizza and Planning Session 

 
The youth would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

entire church for its incredible financial and prayer support of 

this summer’s Red Bird Mission Trip.  Please take a moment 

to stop those of us who were able to participate and ask us 

how it went and what struck us most about the experience. 

 

Carrie Allen  Allison Kibler Colin Taylor 

Chelsea Allen Justin Kibler  William Sloan 



 

Come on, come all!! 

October 9th from 8AM to Noon we will be sprucing up 

the grounds and the facilities for Anniversary Sunday.  

There will be a sign up sheet available for all volunteers.  

The Trustees thank you! 
 

 

UMW NEWS 

Our meeting will be Saturday: September 18, 9 am in the parlor.  
Please bring a breakfast item to share.  Mission collection items 
for the month of September will be aluminum foil and tea bags for 
Aid for Friends.  Your items can be placed in the boxes marked 
UMW in the chapel and sanctuary foyer.  

We will have a book discussion type meeting.   We will 
discuss the book ñAmish Graceò by Donald Kraybill, Steven 
Nolt and David Weaver-Zercher.  ñThe remarkable response 
of the Amish community to the horrific shooting of ten 
schoolgirls at Nickel Mines, Pa, in October 2006 stunned the 
larger world. Amish Grace tells the incredible story of the 
communityôs reaction to this senseless shooting and 
explores its profoundly countercultural practice of 
forgiveness. Itôs a story of forgiveness informed by deep 
faith, rooted in a rich history, and practiced in real life. In an 
American society that often resorts to revenge, it is a 
powerful example of the better way taught by Jesus.ò 

The UWM has copies to share, if you are interested in reading 
this book and joining our September discussion please see a 
UWM member to borrow the books.  (A special THANK YOU 
to George Dworsky for getting extra copies of ñAmish Graceò 
for us to share) 



CALLING ALL KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS  

The UM W will be working on a year -long project. 
Donations of y arn are happily being accepted for the 

project as well.  Please see Dolores Eckman for 
patterns.   We will be making  the following items:  

Hats and Scarves for the Seamanõs Institute in 

Philadelphia . 

Childrenõs sweaters for World Vision  

 

ATTENTION  

MEN OF BENSALEM UMC 
We will be resuming our monthly meetings in September. Our first 

gathering will be Saturday, September 18th at 8:30 am at the 

Clubhouse diner in Bensalem. Please plan to join us to share for a 

time of Christian fellowship and good dining. Questions??  Call 

Bill Wingert at 215-671-0423. 

 

Seniors Letôs do Lunch!  
 

Where TBD 

on September 15th at 11:30 am. 

Any Questions?  Dave and Kathy Oettinger are the contact 

persons. 

Website 

www.bensalem-umc.org  

To post to the website contact Wendy Torchio at 

w759t@yahoo.com 

mailto:w759t@yahoo.com


Bensalem Christian Day School  
 

The Bensalem Christian Day School has been active this summer 

with their annual summer camp program.  The campers had a great 

5 weeks.  The camp staff did a great job creating exciting activities 

for the campers each week. 
 

I would like to ask for prayers for our school as we begin a new 

school year.  We know that God will bless our school – our staff, 

our students, and our families. 

 

                                                             Lisa Woods, 

                                                             Director 

 

September Prayer Focus: Christian Education/Sunday School  

School is back in session. Our children/young adults are 

learning History, English, and Math to able them to be 

successful adults with a good future.  

What about their soul. Are you giving th em opportunities to 

become a successful Christian adult?  

How about you? Are you studying to be a successful Christian?  

 

What images come to mind when you hear the words  Christian 

education ? Are your first thoughts of children, youth, and 

adults in classrooms studying the Bible? For many of us the 

Sunday school is the primary place that we think of when we 

consider what it means to provide Christian education. But 



exactly what is it that happens in a Sunday school class that 

enables Christian education and  formation to take place?  

Learn the Bible  
People learn about Godôs love as they hear the stories of the 
Bible. It is in Christian education settings that children learn the 
stories of the people of God and become familiar with Godôs 
teachings through their study of the Bible. It is in Sunday school 
that children develop a Christian understanding of the purposes of 
Scripture, and it is through their experiences in Sunday school that 
they learn to recognize Godôs call to them through the stories of 
the Bible as well as through the lives of the Christians who 
surround them. 

Accept Godôs Grace  
Knowing the Bible is not enough. In fact, many people who are not 
Christians know more about the Bible than many of us who are 
Christians. Knowledge of the Bible doesnôt create Christians. The 
belief that the words of the Bible are Godôs message to us is what 
impels a person to become a Christian. It is the recognition that 
Godôs love shown through Jesus Christ is real. It is the 
acceptance of Godôs saving grace offered through Jesus Christ as 
a special gift that enables one to become the person God created 
him or her to be. 

Grow in Christian Faith  
Christian faith becomes a reality when the stories of the Bible and 
our personal experiences of Godôs love and grace inspire us to 
love God and to trust Godôs guidance, as we make decisions 
about living our lives each day. Christians want to learn more 
about Jesusô teachings. Christians want to discover the gifts of 
God that come through the Holy Spirit. Christians want to turn 
their full attention to learning more about what it means to live as a 
person of faith. Christians are not satisfied simply to know the 
Bible and to believe in God; Christians want to grow in their 
understanding of Godôs purposes. Christians want their 
relationship with God to grow deeper day by day and year by year. 

Become Part of a Christian Community  
Christians recognize that the ability to grow in relationship to God 



is possible only in fellowship with other Christians. Although 
Christians value time alone in prayer and communion with God, 
Christians also welcome times to praise God and give thanks for 
Godôs gracious love and care in worship and prayer with one 
another. Through the bond of Christian relationship that develops, 
Christians strengthen one another so that they are able to carry 
their experience of Godôs presence and love into the activities of 
their everyday lives. 

Answer Godôs Call to Christian Living  
Living a Christian life does not come automatically. It comes 
through study, worship, and learning together. Sunday school is a 
beginning for children and youth. Sunday school, as well as many 
other settings for Christian formation, is essential for adults! When 
people learn to follow the example of Jesus Christ, they become 
Christian examples, revealing the love of God through their own 
actions at home, at work, at play, at church, or anywhere they may 
be. A yearning to follow the example of Jesus leads Christians to 
recognize the needs of others and to seek ways to serve in Godôs 
name. Through Christian education activities at church individuals 
and families find ways to serve God by serving others. 

Pray for BUMC Sunday School teachers that they will teach the 
word of God and the Love of Jesus to our children 

Pray for BUMC Sunday School students that they will hide the 
word of God in their hearts, and live their lives serving God. 

Pray for growth, for more children to hear Bible stories, and adults 
to have a desire to study more of the Bible.  

Pray that sin will not keep people from the Bible and that the Bible 
will keep people from sin. 

Pray for the opportunities to bring the Word of God to our friends 
and neighbors. 

Pray for any meetings that you canôt attend.  Sit in quiet, prayerful 
conversation with Our Father, asking for support and guidance as 
we work for His Glory!  



BUMC Roots  

We are so blessed that Bensalem United Methodist Church’s roots 

run so deep.  How far we have come in service to the Lord!  How 

far there is yet to go, trusting in God’s goodness.  How will we be 

remembered in 25 years?  50 years?  100?  (Perhaps we could all 

add these questions to our personal prayer list!) 
 

The Aid Society Bensalem M.E. Church    1917-1927 

1.  A move was made and seconded that the Aid pay 

$25.00 for a bicycle that was bought for the use of the 

pastor. 

 2.  A motion was made and carried that the Aid 

furnish the money for installing electric lights  in the 

church and yard. 

3.  Mr. Inglin and Miss Louise Reed were elected 

members of the Aid at the Dec. 5, 1911 meeting 

Bulletin Beads 
 

Handcrafted from the 

Sunday Worship Bulletins 

 
Bensalem United Methodist Church 

1810 ~ 2010 
Bensalem, Pennsylvania 

 

Jocelyn and Janelle Vansant have taken old bulletins and turned them 

into jewelry beads.  From the beads they have made bracelets, necklaces 



and crosses.  The ―Bulletin Bead‖ jewelry can be purchased from them.  

All proceeds for this project go toward our 200
th
 Anniversary 

Celebration. Call Jocelyn Vansant your questions.   

Celebrate 200 Years - 1810 to 2010 

 
Anniversary Sunday 

October 17, 2010 

 

Catered Luncheon following the 

10:00 AM combined service 

 

Former pastors, their families and 

local government officials  

will be in attendance to recognize this important event. 

 

There is no fee for lunch and  

childcare will be available after the children have eaten. 

 

All  you need to do is sign up and let us know how many will be in attendance.  This 

information is needed for the caterer and to help with seating.   

 

Look for the sign-up poster in the  

church and chapel narthex.  

 

Help make this celebration extra special  

by being a part of it!  

 
 



Attention Christ Servant Ministers, or those 

of you who KNOW your name is being called!  

 You can you go to the  

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/csm/calendar.htm 

website for more information on the many 

chances for serving and serving well where God 

leads us! 
Just to whet your appetites, Iõve listed some of 

the options but I encourage you to check out 

the listings.  If you have any difficulties, donõt 

hesitate to try to get in touch!  We may find 

that several of us are interested in the same 

courses, so car pooling may be a positive 

option.  Call me:  Liz G 215-919-9335 

 

 

     

―Whom Shall I Send? 
The Old Testament Speaks to Christ Servant Ministers‖ 

November 5 and 6, 2010 
Hopewell United Methodist Church 

852 Hopewell Rd., Downingtown, PA 

A certification training for Christ Servant Ministers being 

offered in partnership between the Christ Servant Ministry of 

the Eastern PA Conference and Hopewell UMC and featuring 

The Reverend Dr. Deborah A. Appler, Associate Professor of 

Hebrew Bible at Moravian Theological Seminary 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/csm/calendar.htm


Course Description: Too often Christians turn only to the 

New Testament for direction in ministry and overlook the 

deep richness of modeling given to us by God in the 

Scriptures in the Old Testament. This course is created for 

Christ Servant Ministers and other laity who 

would like to explore these Old Testament models more fully 

and, in the process, gain further resources for ministry in the 

areas of care-giving, communication, leadership, and 

teaching. 

Schedule: 

Friday, November 5, 2010 

6:30pm—7:00pm Registration 

7:00pm—9:15pm Session 1 ―The Old Testament Speaks to 

Care-giving‖ 

Saturday, November 6, 2010 

8:30am—9:00am Continental Breakfast 

9:00am—11:15am Session 2 ―The Old Testament Speaks to 

Communication‖ 

11:15am—12:15pm Lunch 

12:15pm—2:15pm Session 3 ―The Old Testament Speaks to 

Leadership‖ 

2:30pm—3:15pm Planting Seeds Opening Convocation with 

Debi Nixon, Executive Director of 

Adult Discipleship and Catalyst Ministries at United 

Methodist Church of the Resurrection 

3:15pm—5:15pm Session 4 ―Help: I Teach at Church, But I 

Don’t Know Anything About the Bible!‖ 

5:25pm—6:15pm Worship and Prayer Rally and Dinner to 

follow 

 

Prerequisites: 

1. Have completed the Local Church Servant Course or the 

training for a Local Church Lay Speaker as required by the 

2008 

Book of Discipline prior to taking the course. 



2. Continue to demonstrate commitment to ongoing study of 

the Bible and the power of prayer. 

3. Have approval from your Pastor and Charge Conference. 

Registration: 

Whom Shall I Send? The Old Testament Speaks to CSMs & 

Planting Seeds for Ministry Growth 

Hopewell UMC—November 5 and 6, 2010 (Both days are 

required to receive certification) 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

E-mail _____________________________ 

Church___________________________________________ 

District ____________________________ 

Registration Includes: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner on 

Saturday and all sessions of Planting Seeds for Ministry 

Growth. 

Suggestions for local overnight accommodations are available 

on our website, you can make your own arrangements as 

necessary.   

Visit www.hopewellumc.org for more information. 

Registrations are considered complete on the date a 

registration form along with payment is received. This course 

is limited to the first 40 (according to the date received) with 

no registration accepted after Saturday, October 31.  

Please mail this completed registration form and payment of 

$60 to: 

George Hollich, Conference Director 

212 West Orchard Drive, Palmyra, PA 17078 

717-838-2812 or E-mail hollich@comcast.net 

 
 

Beginning a Multicultural Movement 

mailto:hollich@comcast.net


in Your Church 
Saturday, September 11, 2010 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

St. Matthew’s UMC 
501 S. 18th Street, Reading, PA 19602; 610-374-6565 

Rev. Quentin Wallace, Pastor 

 

Workshop Topics Include: 
- Discerning God’s call to become a multicultural congregation 

- Understanding the investment in and blessings of becoming a 

   multicultural congregation 

- Intentional worship design 

- and more!  

 

Workshop Facilitator: Rev. Vance Ross 
Deputy General Secretary for Connectional Relations and 

Strategic Initiatives, General Board of Discipleship 
 

Registration is required 
 

www.epaumc.org/events/calendar/multi-cultural-movement 

$5 donation requested, continental breakfast and lunch to be 

served. 

For more information:  Rev. Yvette Davis, Director 

The Office of Urban and Global Ministries 

v. 215-200-4213 or e. yvette.davis@epaumc.org 

 

 

 
Hallelujah Moment from the Spirit Lake  

"God Made the Gorillas" 
By Mike Flowers    March 25, 2010 

mailto:yvette.davis@epaumc.org


 
Children at the Spirit Lake Ministry Center. Photo courtesy of Libby and Mike Flowers. 
 

"Ms. Franks, did you know that God made the gorillas?"  

"Yes, I did," responded Charlotte Franks, counselor and tutor at the 

Warwick Public School on Spirit Lake in North Dakota. 

Ms. Franks was teaching about gorillas when one of the young 

boys stood up to ask this question. She then began to talk about the 

food gorillas eat. 

The young boy stood up again. ―Ms. Franks, did you know that 

God made bananas and trees and leaves?‖ he asked.  

"Yes, I did," she answered and went on to talk about the gorillas' 

water supply. 

Again, the boy stood up and questioned, "Ms. Franks, did you 

know that God made the water, too?"  

"Yes," she said. "I did know that. Where did you learn that God 

made all of these things?" 

"I learned it at my playground. There are people that come during 

the summer with a trailer. They play with us, tell us stories, and 

teach us that God loves us." 

The people are on the volunteer teams from all over the country 

who share the love of Jesus Christ with the children of the Spirit 

Lake Reservation. They spend a week at the Spirit Lake Ministry 

Center. They're making a difference.  

Mike and Libby Flowers are Dakotas Conference missionaries 

serving the Spirit Lake Ministry Center. 

Hallelujah Moments 

Celebrations of United Methodist mission from 

Mission Communications at Global Ministries. 

http://gbgm-umc.org 

http://gbgm-umc.org/

